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Uh... Oh! Right! | wanted to let 
you all know that with this volume 
begins Part Two, so | look forward 
to your patronage. To those who 
have not yet read Part One, 
please read from volume 1. Then 
again, feel free to read it from the 
middle as well... Claughs). 


—Masashi Kishimoto, 2005 


Author/artist Masashi Kishimoto was born in 1974 in rural 
Okayama Prefecture, Japan. After spending time in art college, 
he won the Hop Step Award for new manga artists with his 
manga Karakuri (Mechanism). Kishimoto decided to base his 
next story on traditional Japanese culture. His first version of 
Naruto, drawn in 1997, was a one-shot story about fox spirits; 
his final version, which debuted in Weekly Shonen Jump in 
1999, quickly became the most popular ninja manga in Japan. 
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Twelve years ago а destructive nine-tailed fox spirit attacked 
the ninja village of Konohagakure. The Hokage, or village 


champion, defeated the fox by sealing its soul into the body of 
a baby boy. Now that boy, Uzumaki Naruto, has grown up to 
be а ninja-in-training, learning the art of ninjutsu with his 
teammates Sakura and Sasuke. During the Second Chünin 
Exam, Orochimaru, a former student ої the Third Hokage, 
attacks Naruto and the others. He leaves a curse mark upon 
Sasuke and then vanishes. 

During the Third Exam, Orochimaru and company return to 
launch Operation Destroy Konoha, a campaign that ends with 
the sacrifice of Lord Hokage's life. Following the fierce battle 
against Orochimaru and Kabuto, Lady Tsunade then becomes 
the Fifth Hokage 

In the wake of the battle, Konoha suffers yet another loss 
when Sasuke, tempted Бу Orochimaru's offer of power, leaves 
with the Sound Ninja Four. Desperate to save his friend, 
Naruto enters into a bitter fight with Sasuke, but is ultimately 
unable to stop him. Amid movement by both Orochimaru 
and the mysterious organization the Akatsuki, Naruto and 
the others begin further training!! 
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I ALMOST уби lac | master 
FORGOT...! НАУЕМТ Ї ኾገዘ KAKASHI!! 
CHANGED ዳ 


WHAT?! 
NARUTO?! 


THE FIRST ІМ 
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THOUGH IT'S 
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I GOT THE 
BOING PART 


BOING 
FWHHT- 


KERK 


УОИ GOTTA 
WORK ON 
OTHER 
JUTSU TOO, 
YKNOW. 


| КОМОНАМАВИ, 
IM NOT АКО 


WONDER 
WHAT ELSE 
IS UP HIS 
SLEEVE? 
SOME 
INCREDIBLE | 

NEW 


NOW WATCH 
THIS! MY 
NEW PERVY 
NINJUTSU 
INVENTION!! 
HERE IT 
GOES!! 


ወሪ MUCH 
MORE 
MATURE? 
WHO 15 THIS 
GUY AND 
WHAT HAS HE = 
DONE WITH 
NARUTO? 


THAT JUTSU 
IS TOTALLY 
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WE HAVEN'T 
SEEN EACH 
OTHER FOR 
TWO YEARS 
AND 
YOU PULL A 
STUNT LIKE 
THAT? 


HAVE ANY 
IDEA HOW 
THAT MAKES 
ME FEEL?! 
HUH?! 


«JIRAIYA... 
DON'T 
TELL ME 
NARUTO...IS 
BECOMING 
MORE AND 
MORE LIKE 
YOU...? 


ENOUGH 
WITH THE 
EMOTIONAL 


ARE GOING FROM HERE 
FELLOW SENSEI AND TO BE PART OF ON OUT, YOU 
KONOHA STUDENTS. МУ ТЕАМ TWO... 
SHINOBI. BUTAS AGAIN. 


THE RULES 
ARE THE 
SAME AS 
WHEN WE 

FIRST MET. 


ATTACK AS 
THOUGH YOU 
MEAN TO KILL 

OR YOU'LL 
NEVER STAND 

A CHANCE! 


MEET MASASHI KISHIMOTO'S ASSISTANTS, PART 9 
ASSISTANT NO. 9 MURAKAMI MASAKI 


- PROFILE ] ВМ 
X € FROM FUKUSHIMA PREFECTURE IN THE 
TÓHOKU, OR NORTHEAST REGION. | 


| ATHEREFORE HAS А ‘TOHOKU ACCENT. (MAY BE 
/ OBVIOUS; ВИТ IS A FRESH SOUND IN THE 


| | DA OFFICE ) І 
& € HAS PUFFY CHEEKS. MAKES ONE WANT ТО 
x POKE THEM! Л І | 1 
€ FAMILY MAKES SELF-DEFENSE FORCE ISSUE 
PARACHUTES. AND LANDING MATS FOR ] 
JUMPING FROM HIGH PLACES SUCH AS OUT 
OF TALL BUILDINGS. THUS, HAS BEEN USED AS 
A TEST SUBJECT BY HIS FATHER ІМ PRODUCT 
„А TRIALS. 
1 @ QUITE A ROMANTIC. "IT'S LOVE," HE'S FOND 
(J OF SAYING. (WITH А TOHOKU ACCENT, OF 
COURSE.) 
€ VERY SOCIABLE AND WELL-MANNERED, 
\ OBVIOUSLY RAISED WELL BY HIS PARENTS. 
(ALTHOUGH HE WAS USED AS A TEST 
SUBJECT...) 
€ GENTLE AND KINO, A VERY RARE SPECIMEN 
NOWADAYS. 
@ UNLIKE HIS CONTEMPORARY, ASSISTANT МО. 8 
ЧТАКИВА YUICHI, CAN KEEP UP WITH GUNDAM 
CHAT. (AND IS QUITE KNOWLEDGEABLE ABOUT 
A MYRIAD OF OTHER THINGS AS WELL.) 
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AS EVER. 
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DISABLE THEM 
SOMEHOW... 
TIE THEM UP... 
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WOULD STILL 
BE HARD, BUT 

THAT 
SHARINGAN 
SURE IS 
SOMETHING... 
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SO FAST YOU 
CAN'T KEEP 
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YOU PLEASE 
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STALLING 
AND JUST 
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NARUTO! 
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RIGHT... 
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THE WORLD OF KISHIMOTO MASASHI 
MY PERSONAL HISTORY VIDEO GAMES PART 1 


SOMETIMES, IF | DRAW TOO LONG, START THINKING, "HAVE | EVER 
SPENT TIME IN MY LIFE DOING ANYTHING OTHER THAN DRAWING 
PICTURES?" 


AND THEN IT COMES TO МЕ. YES, THERE 15 ONE OTHER THING. 
WHICH IS...VIDEO GAMES. 


EVER SINCE | WAS A KID, | LOVED PLAYING VIDEO GAMES ALMOST 
AS MUCH AS | LOVED DRAWING. MY FRIENDS ALL DID, TOO... AND 
EVEN MY FOLKS, SO | DON'T ТНІМК OF MYSELF AS AN EXCEPTION... 
BUT IN ANY CASE, | LOVED VIDEO GAMES AND PLAYED THEM A LOT. 
OF COURSE, THE STANDARD GAME PLATFORM AT THE TIME WAS 
THE FAMILY COMPUTER, A.K.A. THE FAMICOM. 
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DIDN'T THINK 
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DOG'S STILL EVER 1. SURPASSED 
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NEW TRICKS... 2-2 KAKASHI! 


„IN FACT, 
JUST THE 
OTHER DAY, | 
INVENTED 
THIS AMAZING 
NEW JUTSU... 


NOW THAT YOU 
MENTION IT, l'M 
STARVING FROM 
LAST NIGHT'S 
CHALLENGE. 


HEY... 
BUTI STILL 
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HAD MY 
ICHIRAKU 
RAMEN! 


HEY, I KNOW! / „МНО USED | MISS 
/ ТО REACT WITH THE CUTE 
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САМ TREAT US! WONDER AT LITTLE 
EVERYTHING | NEWBIES... 


SAID AND DID... 


GOTTA 60 
DRAW UP AND 
SUBMIT THE ..SORRY. 
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LIST WITH 
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MOST 
LIKELY. 
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OF US. LIKE IT'S 
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FORCED TO 
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I WAS 
ORDERED 
TO ESCORT 
THE SAND 
AMBASSADOR, 
THAT'S ALL. 
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EXAM TIME AGAIN. 
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HOWEVER... 
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FLOURISHED. 


THIS IS FROM 
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AKATSUKI”? 


ТНЕУМЕ ALREADY 
РОЗТЕО BLACK 
OPS AT KEY AGREED TO 
POINTS AROUND IMMEDIATELY 
THEIR VILLAGE'S ENTERA 
PERIMETER...SO /> STATE OF 
HOPEFULLY... 


MAT THIS 
POINT, EVEN | 


ABLE TO RIDE 
INTO THE SAND Ш 
UNDETECTED... 


WHAT SOWHYHAS 
(1) ¡[DO THEY THE AKATSUKI 
WHICH IS WHY | Ë ; Å i STARTED 
ІМ HEADING | | MOVING ABOUT 
OUT AGAIN. BËN — SO OVERTLY? 


READ 
< THIS K 
WAY 


WELL...THAT 
CONCLUDES |. 
OUR COUNCIL. 


NICE WORK, 


| HAVE BEEN YURA... TAKING 
ASENIOR THE INITIATIVE TO 
OFFICIAL TIGHTEN VILLAGE 
FOR FOUR SECURITY EVEN 
YEARS. PRIOR TO TODAY'S 
MEETING. 


AND WITH LORD 
JIRAIYA AS THE 
INTELLIGENCE 
SOURCE... 
PERHAPS IT 
WAS HASTY, BUT 
I THOUGHT IT 
PRUDENT. 
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CAST THE 
JUTSU, SORRY. 
THERE'S CAN'T ВЕ ARE OUR 
NO TELLING HELPED. €: 
HOW | SAFE WITH 


ТНЕУ. 


TURN OUT. / > 


ARE YOU SURE 
THAT ONE 
BAGS 
ENOUGH? 


SPECIALTY... 


OUR 
SINCE OUR OPPONENT IS 
OPPONENT... A ЛМСНИКК! 
HOST... 


ËS BLACK 
-COATS WITH 
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DO NOT 
WORRY... 
IT WILL BE 
OVER IN A 
FLASH. 


ONCE THEIR | 
MEMORIES 


IF YOUD 
FORGOTTEN, 
IT WOULON'T 
BE A GOOD 
JUTSU NOW, 
WOULD IT...? 
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THE WORLD OF KISHIMOTO MASASHI 
MY PERSONAL HISTORY, VIDEO GAMES PART 2 


AS | PREVIOUSLY WROTE IN VOLUME 25, | ESPECIALLY LIKED 
CARTRIDGE GAMES, SUCH AS "THE LEGEND OF ZELDA," "ZELDA 2: 
ADVENTURE OF LINK," "THE MYSTERIOUS CASTLE MURASAME," "KID 
ICARUS," "CASTLEVANIA," AND "METROID." YOU COULD SAVE AND 
RELOAD THESE GAMES, WHICH, FOR ME BACK THEN, WAS 
TREMENDOUSLY APPEALING. RECENTLY, MANY OF THESE GAMES 
WERE RE-RELEASED FOR THE GAME BOY, SO | DECIDED TO TRY 
THEM OUT AGAIN... | WAS PLEASANTLY SURPRISED TO DISCOVER 
ТНЕУ WERE STILL QUITE FUN. IN FACT, | BEAT THEM ALL (ALTHOUGH 
BECAUSE | DON'T HAVE A LOT OF FREE TIME, | WAS ONLY PLAYING 
THEM SPORADICALLY). 


MOST OF MY CURRENT ASSISTANTS ARE ALSO OF THE FAMICOM 
GENERATION, SO WE OFTEN REMINISCE ABOUT THAT ERA, HAVING 
DISCUSSIONS LIKE, "REMEMBER HOW WE HAD TO 'RIOT' WITH JUST 
TWO CHARACTERS," OR "IN MISSISSIPPI ("MURDER ON THE 
MISSISSIPPI"), REMEMBER HOW YOU COULD KILL WITH JUST A 
SINGLE KNIFE THRUST," AND SO ON. AT SOME POINT, THE 
CONVERSATION WOULD ALWAYS TURN TO EITHER TO DRAGON 
QUEST OR THE FINAL FANTASY SERIES (І BET IT'S TRUE FOR YOU 
ALL AS WELL). WITH ONLY PARTIAL ALLEGIANCES--LE. FF FANS WHO 
STILL LIKE ОО AND DQ FANS WHO STILL OWN FF GAMES--THERE 
EMERGE SOME BIZARRE COMMENTS. AS THE TALK GETS MORE 
AND MORE HEATED, SOMEONE WILL INVARIABLY SHOUT OUT, "SO 
WHAT ABOUT YOU, KISHIMOTO-SAN?" 


AND MY REPLY WOULD BE, "| LOVE TORIYAMA-SENSEI'S ART, AND 
THE VERY FIRST GAME | EVER BOUGHT WAS DRAGON QUEST, SO | 
WANT TO SAY ГМ А DQ FAN... BUT | WAS ALSO DRAWN TO FF 
BECAUSE OF ITS GLITCHES, LIKE THE ABILITY TO LEVEL-UP BY 
ATTACKING ONE'S ALLIES IN FFII AND ТО CANCEL ATTACKS ВУ 
PRESSING THE A AND В BUTTONS SIMULTANEOUSLY. IN FFIV, THE 
LITTLE TWINS PALOM AND POROM MADE ME CRY EVEN THOUGH IT 
WAS A GAME. THE TRANSITION FROM PIXEL ART TO POLYGONAL 30, 
COMPUTER GRAPHICS ІМ FFVII WAS SO GROUNDBREAKING THAT | 
CAN'T DENY THAT | LOVE FF AS WELL. SO AM | А FF MANIAC? ..УЄТ 
СО WAS SO BALANCED TOO. | LOVED HOW PRINCE SAMANTORIA 
OF DQII--WHO ALWAYS DIED SO EASILY--WAS ABLE TO MASTER THE 
ZAORIKU, OR REVIVE SPELL. AND EVEN THOUGH THE "SPELL OF 
RESURRECTION" WAS REALLY LONG, THE MUSIC THAT PLAYED 
DURING THE PASSWORD SCREEN BECAME MY FAVORITE OF THE 
DQ SERIES. BUT THEN, PQI に IS "LEGEND OF THE HERO LOTO", IS 
А THREE-FART WORK THAT REALLY WAS A CLASSIC FOR ME TOO. 


+50 IT'S REALLY HARD FOR ME TO CHOOSE BETWEEN THE TWO. 
AND MY ASSISTANTS, TOO, THEY ALWAYS END UP GIVING VAGUE 
ANSWERS AS WELL. 50 THE DEBATE 15 USUALLY SETTLED WITH 
MUTUAL ADMIRATION FOR AND AGREEMENT ABOUT HOW 
INCREDIBLE THE COLLABORATION PROJECT GAME "CHRONO 
TRIGGER" WAS. WE ALL JUST LOVE VIDEO GAMES. 
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Too! 
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EVEN BE 
STRONGER 
THAN YOU 
NOW, 
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AKATSUKI. 
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CORPS, ERECT 
ASHIELD AND 
EVACUATE 
ALL NON- 
COMBATANTS 
WITHIN! 


wE MUST 
COVER 
LORD 
KAZEKAGE! 


LORD 
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ン OPPONENT... 
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«AND HAVE А 
CONTINGENCY 
PLAN IN CASE 
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EMERGES. 
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CONSIDER 
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POSSIBILITY 
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СОММЕСТ ТО 
THE PEOPLE 
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AND SURVIVE, 


I WILL AIM 
FOR THE 
TITLE OF 
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AS A SHINOBI 
ОР THE SAND. 
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WHAT I 
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SOMEONE OTHERS 
ACKNOWLEDGE AND 
RESPECT... 


AND 
NOW, 
FINALLY... 


ТО SHARE 
ONE'S 

| FEELINGS 

WITH ) 

OTHERS 17‏ لس 
ай” ISN'T WEAK- /‏ 

/ NESS... е 


TS 
STRENGTH... 


HE'S 


HIS EXAMPLE 


HAS SHOWN EXPERIENCED 
МЕ...) САМ РАМ AS | HAVE. 

CHANGE MY BUT HE NEVER 
LIFE...MY LET IT BEAT 


DESTINY. — /) HIM. 


WHEN WE 
FOUGHT... 


„ONE DAY, 


ID LIKE TO 
„АМО NOT ВЕСОМЕ 
AS SOME SOMETHING 
WEAPON PRECIOUS 
ОР TO OTHERS, 


TERROR... ТОО... 


uj 
ES 
k= 
aN 

% 


IT'S JUSTAS 
SASORI 
SAID...PERHAPS | 
UNDERESTIMATED 
I WASNT FULLY 


IT'S DISTASTEFUL 
TO BE ATTACKED 
FROM BELOW, 
HMMM? 

AND I'M TIRED ОР 
SEEING YOUR 
EXPRESSIONLESS 


«WITH A DOLL 
/ MOLDED FROM 

DETONATING 一 
CLAY CHEWED 

UP BY MY PALM 
AND LOADED 
WITH CHAKRA, — 

THAT 15... 


I SHOULD 
DESTROY 
THIS 
VILLAGE, 
Hmmm? 


MASTERPIECE, 
CONTAINING 
-- СЗ CHAKRA. 


WHOA!! 
LOOK AT 
THE SIZE 
OF THAT 
SHIELD! 


READ 
《 THIS K 
WAY 


SWIFT AND 
RESILIENT... 


DICTABLE! 
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KENK 


NOYBEFORE | 


N 1 
sol ..INEEDEDTO NI KNEW AS LAS PART OF 
DROPPED DISTRACT YOU CLOSE- SË Му e 
ОНАКО FIRST BEFORE ~ RANGE OFFENSES? 
ONTHE SPRINGING MY \ EXPLOSION NG А. 
VILLAGE... TRAP. ¿£ WOULD ~ 2 Å 


7X TRIGGER 人 e e 
c YOUR = 
PERSONAL 
SAND 


SHIELD... 


HO HO... 
LEAVE IT TO YOU, 


KAZEKAGE... 
USING THE LAST ~ 
OF YOUR STRENGTH FEN 
TO RETURN THE posu 5 
SAND OUTSIDE /一 TN 


«WHEN IT'O THE VILLAGE... 


BE SO MUCH 
EASIER JUST 
TO DUMP IT 


«EK 


„AND А 


MOST SNARING 
SATISFYING YOU ALIVE 
WAS THE 


HARD 


Ми рог 250: 
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«а 


JUST STAND 
AROUND 
ANDDO 
NOTHING!! 


YOU THINK 
YOU'LL 
ACCOM- 
PLISH?!! 


IF WE CAN PIN 
DOWN THEIR 


THAT'S 
NOT 
WHAT I'M 
SAYING! 


BE SMART 
ABOUT 
THIS... TRACK 
HIM...DON'T 
TRY ТО 
ATTACK! 


RELAY OUR 
SITUATION 
TO KONOHA 
NOW! 


READ 


ШЫ 


YOU'RE 
LATE... 
I TOLD Ta 
YOU, СОМТ |. 
KEEP МЕ |^ 
WAITING. 


МО... 


E 
сар 
Sui 
0 
т 
є 


3 
i 
3 
š 


(Scroll: Crow) 


I ООМ'Т LIKE TO 


THIS SHORT : 7, | WAIT ОК KEEP 


3 | OTHERS 
AND SWEET. | 2 | WAITING, SO... 


READ 
《 THis 
WAY 


TODAY 15 THE 
FIRST DAY OF 
OUR MISSION 


CHANGED 
AT ALL!! 


OH, LIKE 


YOURE 
SO WHAT IF ONE TO 
HE'S A LITTLE TALK, 
LACKADAISI- 
CAL? THAT'S 
JUST WHO 


i: 227 


« 


READ 
THIS 
WAY 


« 


CALL UP THE 
DECODERS 


CARRIER... 


1 SOME- 
THING VERY 
BAD MUSTVE 
HAPPENED 
AT THE SAND 
VILLAGEI 


(Banner: Everyone, Good Luck) 


WE ARE 
NOT GOING 
ON THAT 
MISSION! 


UH-UH! 
МО WAY! 


«< 


5-50 | 
SORRY | NARUTO... 


MENTALLY, 
ILADY! Å 
SENDT YOU HAVEN'T 


I'LL SPEAK 
TO HIM 
LATER! 


THIRD...HE 
REALLY КМЕМ/ 
HIS STUFF, 
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KERK 


| HEREBY 
AMEND 
YOUR 
MISSION. 


AFTERWARD, 
YOU WILL 
FOLLOW SAND'S 
ORDERS AND 
PROVIDE THEM 
WHATEVER 
ASSISTANCE 
THEY REQUIRE! 


YOU WILL 
LEAVE FOR THE 
SAND NOW! 
ASSESS THE 
SITUATION AND 
REPORT BACK 
IMMEDIATELY! 


вору5 
SIARTING ТО 
TINGLE... 
DON'T TELL 


ВЕДО 
« THIS 
WAY 


OH, | KNOW Р \ ( МСЕ 
ALLABOUT | TRY..BUT YOU 
YOUR POISON- қ CHOSE THE 
AND WEAPON- ~ WRONG 
RIGGED = OPPONENT... 
PUPPETS... 


BY THE LOOK 
ON YOUR FACE, 


ELEMENTARY, 


BOY...YOU SEE, 4 | САМ ТЕЦ. 
ТНЕ РИРРЕТ N WHAT YOU'RE 
MASTER WHO 从 2 THINKING... 
CREATED THE ^ HOW DID HE 
CROW, THE ዬ KNOW...?! 
ANT, THE > => 


SALAMANDER... 


5 NONE 
OTHER 
THAN I, 

THE ONE 
PULLING 
THEIR 
STRINGS! 


WHATSTHE 
POINT OF 
ASKING, 
WHEN YOU'RE 
ABOUT TO 
DIE? 


BUILT THE 
PUPPET 


THAT MY 
NAME IS 
KNOWN 
EVENTO 
THOSE 
YOUR AGE. 


I MUST SAY, 
THOUGH... 
THIS WAS A 
RATHER 
ENTERTAINING 

DIVERSION... 


FIGHTING 
A JUNIOR 
VERSION OF 
MYSELF WITH 
MY OWN 
HAND-ME- 


9 
2 
ds 
Е 
= 
9 
vw 


: 
8 


р. == 
ከ. 
< 

Ts, 
Р 1 


КЕАО 
THIS 
WAY 


« 


VË MM/// 7 


0022 
UNCONSCIOUS! 
RÜRBETSIHAVE 


« 


ВЕАО 
ТНІ5 
WAY 


« 


NARUTO, YA 
| HEADING OUT 


KNOWING 
NARUTO'S IS THAT 
RELATIONSHIP wISE...? 
WITH THE 
AKATSUKI... 


KERK 


DON'T 
PUSHIT IF 
IT COMES 

TO A FIGHT 
AGAINST THE 
AKATSUKI, YOU 

HEAR МЕ... 


HEY, THEY'RE 
THE ONES 
WHO'VE GOT 
BUSINESS 
WITH ME... 


7 
BUT IF YOU YOU ARE 
LOSE YOUR STRONGER 
COOL YOULL THAN BEFORE, 
JUST DIG THAT'S 
YOUR OWN 


I THINK YOU QUICK x 
KNOW THIS NARUTO, TEMPER'S 
STILL YOUR 


ACHILLES’ 


KAKASHI... KEEP 
AN EYE ON HIM. 
COUNTING DON'T LET HIM 
ON YOU...! GO TOO CRAZY. 


«< 


THEYRE МО 
LONGER 


WEAK LITTLE 
SHINOBI... 


«SURE IS A 
"| MYSTERIOUS 
THING. 


„неввот УР POISON 


TWO, MAYBE WEVE NEVER 
THREE DAYS... EVEN SEEN 


TOPS. BEFORE? 
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«а 


OUR ONLY 


CHOICE IS TO 
CONSULT THE 
OLD ONES... 


СЕ 


«< 


SECURED 
YOUR 
ASSIGNMENT, 
ONE-TAIL, 
AFTER ALL. 


WOULD 
CERTAINLY 
SAVE US 
THE 


BY THE WAY, 
WHAT KIND OF 
JINCHÜRIKI 
HOST IS YOURS, | 


Y 


AS LONG AS 


WE CATCH ONE, 77 | 


ТНЕУ САМТ 

COMPLAIN... 
WHICHEVER 
ONE IT 15... 
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IWISHIT 
WOULD JUST 


COME ТО US. 


NOW ALL 
THAT'S LEFT 
15 МУ 
ASSIGNMENT... 


„ВИТ SINCE 
WE DON'T EVEN 
KNOW WHERE IT 

I5 YET... 


dë, 
На abor 252: 


ТНЕУ MIGHT 5 


BE THINKING 
OF PLACING, 5 
ITS POWER ; 


UNDER 4 
THEIR eg 


IT'S NOT 
YOU THEY 


f uec NOMATTER | /ያ 


BREAK HOW MUCH 


FORMATION, OF A RUSH 
WERE IN... | 


«DIDN'T LORD 
JIRAIYA JUST 
LECTURE YOU 
ABOUT YOUR 
TEMPER? 


READ 
《 THI 
WAY 


„МОМ 


YOU KNOW, SAKURA... 
ОО, 


DONT 
YOL..? 


| KNOW WHY 

THOSE GUYS 

WANT GAARA 
AND ME...! 


«THE NINE- 
TAILED FOX 
SPIRIT 
SEALED 
INSIDE ME... 


INSIDE OUR 
BODIES... 


„AND THAT'S 
WHAT THEY 
WANT! OUR 

MONSTERS! 


THEY ONLY 
SEE US AS / 
MONSTERS! እ! ITS 
Е S| AWFUL...! 


I DON'T 
LIKE THE 
WAY THEY 
LOOK AT 

us! 


| J 1 on d 


KERK 
y | 


OFLONELY 
LIFE... 


BUTITWAS 
EVEN WORSE 
FOR HIM... 


«(CUZ HE 
SUFFERED 
AND FOUGHT 
ALONE A LOT 
LONGER...! 


OTHER- 
WISE... 
MIGHT AS 
WELL BE 
DEAD. 


BUT WHILE | 
СОМПМИЕ 
TO LIVE, | 


ፈይ 
aM iM мы ie 
ا‎ da 


«8 


X ITS NOT 
YOU WANNA / . i | snc 
KNOW WHY | | Í 


WHY 
SHOULD 
HIS LIFE BE 
SO FULL 
OF MISERY 
ALL THE 
TIME?! 
WHY IS IT 
ALWAYS 
нм?! 


HAPPENS 
| НАУЕ ТО si 
BE THERE 


GET TO THE 
FOR HIM! | 
HAVE TO 
SAVE HIM! 


READ 
《 тнє 
WAY 


at а 1 


7 HONORED 


OLD ONES... 


«| COME 
PLEADING 
FOR YOUR 

ASSISTANCE. 


ORGANIZATION 
CALLED THE 
AKATSUKI HAS 
TAKEN SHUKAKU 
HOSTAGE... 


IFWELET 
THEM GET 
AWAY WITH 

THIS, TERRIBLE 
THINGS ARE 
BOUND TO 
НАРРЕМ. 


„КЕ ANCIENT 
TEXTS, WE TWO 
OUGHT TO BE 
BUNDLED 
TOGETHER AND 


LEFTTO 
COLLECT DUST 
ON SOME HIGH 

SHELF... 


WHAT CAN < 
THE LIKES OF 
US POSSIBLY 
DO,HERE 
AND NOW...? 


YOU BOTH 


ア MAINTAIN | | You ALL 
ы / POWERFUL | | ТАКЕ =“ ..THISIS YOUR 
pa | CHANNELS | | CARE  GENERATION'S 
| 1 IN EACH OFIT. PROBLEM. 


SHINOBI 
VILLAGE... 


ITIS 


IMPOSSIBLE „POSSESS 
FOR US ТО SPECIAL 
GATHER ALL ROUTES IN 

THAT AND OUT OF 
INTELLIGENCE EVEN NON- 
ON OUR OWN ALLIED 
SO QUICKLY... LANDS... 


BUT IVE 
NO EARTHLY 
AMBITIONS 
LEFT. 


IF ANYTHING, 
PERHAPS I'D LIKE 


GRANDCHILD'S 
FACE ONE MORE | / 
TIME, BUT THAT'S 7 


FOR YOUR 
GRANDSON 
JUST HAPPENS 
TO ВЕ ONE OF 
THE AKATSUKI. 


S N "d 
IT че 


| SECRETLY p I HAVEN'T 


READ LADY BEEN JUST 
TSUNADE'S TRAINING 


REPORTS... THESE PAST 
Á TWO ANDA 


АМО SNUCK VE 
OUTSIDE THE 
VILLAGE TO 
SNOOP 
AROUND AS 
MUCH AS I 


PAN TO. RESTORE MY 
CUANYAND THERE'S 
SOMEONE | አ 


№ 


ኣ 
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KERK 


THE ONE 
THAT'S A 
MEMBER 
OF THE 
AKATSUKI...? 


'THAT ITACHI 
HIMSELF 


„15 WITH 
OROCHIMARU 
RIGHT NOW, 
TRYING TO 
GAIN MORE 
POWER... 


SASUKE 
KEEPS SAYING 
HE WANTS TO 
KILL... 


«IS HIS OLDER 
BROTHER 
UCHIHA ІТАСНІ, 


АМО МЕ ОМУ 
HAVE ABOUT 
HALFAYEAR 

LEFT UNTIL HE 
CAN TRANSFER 


WHAT I'M 
TRYING 


РА THE CLOSER 
WE GET TO THE 
AND FROM AKATSUKI, THE 
THERE, CLOSER WE 
CLOSER TO CAN GET TO 
Я INFORMATION 


ILL 
PROTECT 
THEM 
BOTH...!! 


RUNNING OUT. 
WEVE ONLY СОТ 
HALF A YEAR 
LEFT TO FIND 
SASUKE... 


МУ ои 253: 
Дошгогсетоп ва 


ЧЕ bor 253: Reinforcements... 


ВЕАО 
«ик _ 


SHIZUNE! \ Å 
SHIZUNE, 


1 等 (2 Мыр + 


RE YOU?! 


173 (Tsunade won the Lottery) 


polos, y (р 


LAM AN 
EXPERT IN 


READ 
《 THIS K 
WAY 

/ 


DURING THE 
GREAT WARS... 
SHE THOROUGHLY 
DECIPHERED ALL OF 
THE POISONS | HAD 
SYNTHESIZED... 


«COMPOUNDED 

ANTIDOTES FOR 

THEM, AND MADE 
A FOOL OF ME. 


EVEN IF SHE 
COULD COME, IT 
TAKES THREE 
DAYS TO GET TO 
SUNAGAKURE 
FROM KONOHA. 


YOUR SILLY 
INTERNATIONAL 
TREATIES HAVE 

DULLED YOUR 


UNDERMINED 
=] ALL THAT WAS 
ONCE GREAT 
d ABOUT THIS 
LAND! 


| lå 


YOU'RE 
ALLIES WITH 
KONOHA 
RIGHT NOW, 
AREN'T 
YOU...? 


NOT THINK 
SHE CAN 
LEAVE HER 
VILLAGE SO 
CASUALLY. 


BESIDES, VVE 
HAVE ALREADY 
REQUESTED 
KONOHA TO 
DISPATCH А 
SPECIALIST 
TEAM TO US. 


„нимен. 
ALWAYS 
RELYING 
ON 


WAIT AND PRAY 
FOR THEIR 


WELL, THE ONLY 
ONE WHO'S 
MORE VERSED 
IN ANTIDOTES 
THAN 1... 


15 PROBABLY 
THAT QUEEN 
OF SLUGS AND 
ELIXIRS, 
TSUNADE OF 
КОМОНА. 


YOU BETTER 
SUMMON HER 
RIGHT AWAY 
AND HAVE HER 
ТАКЕ A LOOK. 


IT'S PARTLY HIS 
FAULT TOO, FOR 
LOSING HIS 
COOL AND OVER- 
EXTENDING ደ 
HIMSELF... 


SEE WHAT 

HAPPENS 

WHEN YOU 
TRUST AND 
DEPEND ON 


YOU MUST 
PRIORITIZE THE 
ADVANCEMENT 
OF YOUR OWN 
VILLAGE'S 
TALENT! 


LISTEN... 
FRIENDLY 
ALLIANCES ARE 
FUNDAMENTALLY 
IMPOSSIBLE. 


JUST YOU 
WATCH, THE MOST 
THEYLL MANAGE 
TO SEND ARE 
SOME USELESS 
UNDERLINGS THAT 
ARE ОИТ ОЕ 
FAVOR... 
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KERK 


STILL NOT 


READY? 


NEVER MIND 
ME. | WAS 
THINKING OF 
SENDING 
BACK-UP 
TROOPS TO 

THE SAND, 
BUT... 


BUT THIS 15 OUR 
FIRST MISSION AS 
OFFICIAL SHINOBI! 
| НОРЕ YOU DIDN'T 

CATCH COLD 
PEEPING! 


МЕУЕ 
ВЕЕМ 
WAITING 
FOR YOU. 


PLEASE, 
RIGHT 
THIS WAY! 


WELL, | THINK 
| SOAKED IN 


ALITTLE | EBISU, 
TOO LONG ARE YOU 
ALL 
RIGHT? 


THEM ВИТ WAS 
GRAVELY 
WOUNDED... 


f Эн, 
ST 
2 ca 


READ 
«m In 


Ae Р 


/ 


ү 


READ 
<< 
| 


@ 


FINALLY, TODAY... 
I SHALL 


COLLECT 
VENGEANCE 
FOR MY SON! 


HE LOOKS 
JUST LIKE HIM, 
BUT THAT'S 
NOT WHITE 


NEVER MIND... 
TEE HEE HEE! 


« 


READ 
THIS 
WAY 


« 


I STILL 
NEED TO 
NEUTRALIZE 
THE MINUTE 
QUANTITIES 
OF TOXINS 
REMAINING IN 
HIS SYSTEM. 


ml NEVER YOU 

IMAGINED REMIND 
AGIRL MEOF 

LIKE YOU THAT SLUG 
WOULD LASS... 
COME... 


WE'RE NOT 
COMPLETELY 
OUT OF THE 
WOODS JUST 


SO 5ОМЕОМЕ5 
GOT TO RUN AND 
FETCH ME SOME 
MEDICAL 
SUPPLIES... 
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YES, 
WELL...LADY 
TSUNADE WAS 
THE ONE WHO 
ОКОЕКЕО ME 


SHEISMY 
MENTOR, 
YOU KNOW! 


ALL RIGHT! 
BuT wE 
CAN'T REST 
TOO LONG! 


WE GOTTA 


THE 
AKATSUKI 


JOIN ТНЕМ 
IN THE SAND 
AND SEE 
THAT THEY 
COMPLETE 
THEIR 
ASSIGNED 


АМ 
IDENTICAL 
MISSION 


TASK. AS TEAM 
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